Town of Fletcher
PRIDE IN OUR PAST ~ FAITH IN OUR FUTURE

300 Old Cane Creek Road
Fletcher, NC 28732
Telephone: 828-687-3985
Email: info@fletchernc.org
Facebook: FletcherNC.Gov
Website: www.fletchernc.org

December 2020
Town Council

News from the November Town Council Meeting

Rod Whiteside, Mayor
Phone…………….(828)545-8913

The meeting was held in the Council Chambers with social distancing guidelines
and mass gathering recommendations followed.

Sheila Franklin, Councilwoman
District #1..............(828)684-5676

 By way of Consent Agenda, Councilman Preston Blakely was approved to serve

Preston Blakely, Councilman
District #2..............(828)230-2838



Bob Davy, Mayor Pro-Tem
District #3..............(828)687-0313



Eddie Henderson, Councilman
District #4………..(828)231-4811

Town Phone Numbers
Town Manager…...(828)687-3985
Town Fax………...(828)687-7133
Police/Fire Emergency……….911
Police Dispatch......(828)697-4911
Police Non-emerg..(828)687-7922
Parks & Rec……...(828)687-0751
Public Works….....(828)654-9208



Town Meetings
Town Council Agenda Meeting
1st Monday of month at 6:00 pm
Town Council Regular Meeting
2nd Monday of month at 6:00 pm
Planning Board Meeting
3rd Tuesday of month at 6:00 pm
All meetings are held at the
Town Hall located at 300 Old
Cane Creek Road in Fletcher.
The Town of Fletcher Newsletter
is published for residents of the
Town and reports on issues and
events that affect our community.
Past issues of our newsletter can
be found on our website
at
https://www.fletchernc.org/aboutus/newsletter/.
You are encouraged to contact us
with your questions and comments
by e-mailing info@fletchernc.org.
For additional Town information,
please visit our website at
www.fletchernc.org or visit our
Facebook
page
located
at
https://www.facebook.com/
FletcherNC.Gov/.

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.



as an alternate on the Asheville Regional Housing Consortium Board.
Christy Staudt and Kristy Carter of Traffic Planning & Design provided an update
on the draft for the Fletcher Connects bicyclists and pedestrian plan.
Mark Biberdorf, Town Manager, provided an update on site improvement costs
for the Town Center project. The recently completed RFP (request for proposal)
process produced one proposal which centered on the Highway 25 tract of property and included various scenarios for Town participation in the development
costs. The largest portion of the site clearing costs revolve around demolition of
the existing buildings and any associated asbestos removal costs, which are
being investigated currently with target completion in two weeks. Another site
improvement cost is road construction with the Town’s engineering firm working
to provide an estimate for that cost. The developer is also drafting renderings for
this proposal which will be presented at the December Town Council meeting.
Greg Walker, Parks & Recreation Director, explained an upcoming drive thru
Christmas lights experience at Bill Moore Community Park. The event will be
free and run from December 12th - 27th from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm. There will be
12 LED Christmas characters displayed throughout the park. A special ticketed
opening event is planned for December 11th at 6:00 pm with lights, Christmas
music being streamed via a local FM radio station, and free cocoa mugs.
Jabbo Pressley, Public Works Director, explained about an emergency repair on
S. Wildwood Lane due to road and shoulder failure in an approximate 100’ X 12’
area. The shoulder of the road had sunk approximately 3’ - 4’ with the pavement
beginning to sink also. Huntley Construction began repair and excavation work
in this area on October 26th. Repair costs, including McGill Associates’ engineering costs, are estimated to be $15,000 - $20,000 dependent upon the
amount of required excavation and the type of material that will be used to fill the
excavated area in order to meet compaction requirements.

Public Hearing Scheduled: Fletcher Town Council will hold a public hearing at a
Special Called Meeting on November 24, 2020, at 5:30 pm to the request of Project
Helios company for economic development incentives. Project Helios is a manufacturer contemplating a new operation in Henderson County, who wishes to remain
anonymous at this time. The project would result in the creation of 60 new jobs, at
an average wage of $65,000 plus other benefits. Capital investment from this
project would total $5 million in machinery and equipment and $150,000 in real
improvements. The maximum amount of incentives to be considered over a 5-year
time period would be $45,883.93. If approved, the request would be funded through
the Town of Fletcher general property tax revenue.

Neighborhood Cleanup Appreciated
On Saturday, November 7th, residents of the Livingston
Farms community organized a cleanup of a section of
Hooper’s Creek from Jackson Road to the end of
English Oak Road. Fifteen residents participated, and in
three hours, they filled twelve 45-gallon trash bags. The
Town of Fletcher would like to commend the Livingston
Farms community for its efforts and encourage other
communities to undertake similar efforts in their
neighborhoods.

Public Works (828) 654-9208
Holiday Schedule Changes:
December 24th - Trash and recycling will be picked
up Wednesday, December 23rd instead.
December 25th - Trash and recycling will be picked
up Monday, December 28th instead.
January 1st - Trash and recycling will be picked up
Thursday, December 31st instead.

Leaf Pickup Ending
To request a pickup of bagged leaves, you may leave a
phone message 24 hours/day at 828-654-9208 or go to
https://www.fletchernc.org/leaf-brush-pickup/ to complete
an online request. The last week for leaf pick up for the
season will be December 28th.

Town in Search of New Police Chief

As part of its NPDES Stormwater Program, the Town of
Fletcher encourages public involvement and participation in efforts to improve water quality in the region.
Creekside cleanups are a great step toward improving
water quality. We would also remind residents and
businesses to make sure to avoid dumping any trash,
solid waste, pollutants, or other items (including grass
clippings and leaves) anywhere in town, but especially
into creeks and streams, as well as into storm drain inlets or ditches as these eventually find their way to various water bodies. Please visit the Town’s Stormwater
website
at
https://www.fletchernc.org/departments/
planning-and-zoning/storm-water-management/. We are
currently in the process of updating the Town’s program
with a new Stormwater Master Plan, and we will add
more information to the website as we gather it.

After 12 years with the Fletcher Police Department, with
10 years as Police Chief, Erik Summey accepted a position with the Henderson County Sherriff’s Department
effective November 9th. We thank Erik for his
dedication and service to the Town of Fletcher and
congratulate him on his new role as Major of the
Operations Bureau for the Sherriff’s Department. We
anticipate welcoming a new Police Chief to Fletcher
sometime in first quarter 2021. Fletcher Police Captain,
Jose Gutierrez, will serve as Interim Police Chief until a
new Chief is named.
News from the New Fletcher Library Partners
The Fletcher Area Business Association recently donated
$5,000 toward the construction of a new library building. We
are so grateful for their support. We will be contracting with
the Tamara Peacock Architectural firm for a feasibility study
to look at the specific needs for the library building and provide necessary information as we move forward. We also
are in need of a knowledgeable person to maintain our website. Contact us if you can help. To help by making a donation while online shopping, use our Amazon Smile account
where a small percentage of the cost of your purchase is
donated by Amazon to the NFLP. Just click on “Amazon
Smile” and click on the “New Fletcher Library Partners”.

NC Remains in Phase 3 with Increased Mask Requirements

Scammers Are Hard At Work

Governor Cooper issued Exec. Order #180, effective 11/25/20 at 5:00 pm
which extends Phase 3 until Dec. 11th at 5:00 pm. It keeps the mass gathering limit at 10 people indoors and 50 people outdoors but now requires
use of masks at all times inside public places. It also requires businesses
to be more diligent in requiring face masks and provides for enforcement
of such. As of 11/20/20, the 28732 zip code has reported 216 cases.

Duke Energy warns of scammers that threaten to
disconnect your power. They most likely will request immediate payment and sometimes through
prepaid cards or certain mobile apps and may
also request your personal information. If you
think it might be a scam, call Duke Energy or our
Police Department before you react to a threat.

On Nov. 17th, Governor Cooper and the NC DHHS announced a new
COVID-19 County Alert System to help understand which counties are
being hit most hard by viral spread. The system uses a combination of 3
metrics (case rate, percent of tests that are positive, and hospital impact
within the county) to categorize counties into three tiers: Yellow: Significant Community Spread; Orange: Substantial Community Spread; or
Red: Critical Community Spread. NCDHHS will publish an updated
COVID-19 County Alert System every other week. To view the Nov. 23rd
report go to https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/dashboard/COVID-19County-Alert-System-Report.pdf.

Property Taxes Due January 5, 2021
Unpaid property taxes on January 6th will be
assessed 2% interest. If you mail your payment, it
must have a USPS postmark date prior to
January 6th to be counted as “on time”. Payments
may also be made by cash or check in the Town
Hall or at https://www.fletchernc.org/departments/
finance/property-taxes/ by credit or debit card.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
828-687-0751

www.facebook.com/FletcherParksandRecreation/

Opening of Christmas Light Nights
The Town of Fletcher will kick-off the holiday
season with the opening of Christmas Light Nights
at Bill Moore Community Park on December 11th
from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.
 Dec 11th is a limited ticketed event for viewing
LED Christmas characters while listening to
Christmas music via a local FM radio station
during your drive in the park. Each vehicle will
also receive a take home cocoa mug.
 Ticket sales start December 1st for Fletcher
residents at $1 per vehicle and December 2nd for
non-Fletcher residents at $2 per vehicle.
 30 tickets will be sold for each 30-minute time
slot beginning with a 6:00 pm time slot and the
last time slot of 8:00 pm will have only 20 tickets.
 Go to https://fletcherparks.recdesk.com/ to
purchase your tickets.
 You will remain in your vehicle during your drive
through the park and there is no restriction on the
number of occupants per vehicle.
 From Dec. 12th - 27th, the drive thru Christmas
light viewing will be free and open to the public.
For more information visit https://www.fletchernc.org/ or
visit our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
FletcherParksandRecreation/.

Letters to Santa

Virtual 2021 Yoga starts January 7, 2021 and runs 12
weeks through March 25th. You may register online now
at https://fletcherparks.recdesk.com/. For questions, please
contact Hunter Jones at 828-687-0751.
Save the Date
Monday,
Dec. 7

Letters to Santa Mailbox at Fletcher
Town Hall

8:00 am

Friday,
Dec. 11

Christmas Light Nights
opening at Bill Moore
Community Park

6:00 pm

Dec. 12 Dec. 27

Drive-thru Christmas Light
Nights at Bill Moore
Community Park

5:30 pm 8:00 pm

Saturday,
Jan. 23

Fletcher Food Truck Rodeo

12:00 pm

From December 7th - 17th
deposit your letters to Santa in
Santa’s mailbox in the
front of Fletcher
Town Hall.
Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope with your
letter!

Thank You to Our Virtual Veteran
Salute Sponsor!

TOWN OF FLETCHER
300 OLD CANE CREEK ROAD
FLETCHER, NC 28732

This institution is an equal opportunity provider

N ew Business Spotlight

We wish you a very
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year!

Fletcher Library is still accepting donations of
yarn for its Knitting for a Cause program. This group
makes hats, scarves, and sweaters for children and
adults to give to the Interfaith Assistance Ministry in
Hendersonville. If you have donations of yarn, knitting needles, or completed items (knitted or crocheted hats, scarves, or sweaters), please call the
library at 828-687-1218.
The Fletcher Library is open Monday 12pm-7pm,
Wednesday 12pm-7pm, Thursday 9am-4pm, and
Saturday 9am-4pm. The Fletcher Library is currently
closed on Tuesdays and Fridays and will also be
closed Wednesday, December 23 and Thursday,
December 24th for the Christmas holiday. You may
visit www.hendersoncountync.gov/library or call
828-687-1218 for more information.

Holiday Closing
Fletcher Town Hall will be closed December 24th
and 25th, 2020 in observance of Christmas. The
Town Hall will also be closed January 1, 2021 in
observance of New Year’s Day. Please see the
Public Works article inside for trash and recycling
schedule changes.

